STATUTES AT LARGE

merged and any additional sum of money actually contributed in
cash, and any additional property or labor actually contributed: Pro-
vided, that the determination of such consideration or value as afore-
said shall be subject to the approval of the Commission.
(n) The Commission may -in its discretion prescribe systems of
accounts to be kept by telephone utilities subject to its jurisdiction,
and it may prescribe the manner in which the accounts shall be kept,
and may require every telephone utility to keep its books, papers, and
records accurately and faithfully according to the system of accounts
as prescribed by the Commission: Provided, however, That nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to be in conflict with or in viola-
tion of the provisions of the Communications Act of Congress of
1934, as amended (U. S. C. A. Title 47, Sections 151 through 609) ;
nor shall they be construed to be in conflict with any lawful order
of the Federal Communications Commission issued pursuant to the
authority invested in it by said Act of Congress.
(o) Every telephone utility shall have the right, and may be so
required, to charge annually as an operating expense a reasonable
sum for depreciation and credit the same to a reserve account for such
purpose, which reserve account shall be charged with plant retire-
ments, but if the reserve thus created shall at any time in the judgment
of the Commission be excessive, the Commission after due hearing
shall make such order as will result in credits to such reserve there-
after conforming to actual facts and conditions as ascertained by the
Commission: Provided, That the Commission shall have the right
and power to control or limit such depreciation reserve: Provided,
Further, That nothing in this subsection shall be construed to be in
conflict with or in violation of the provisions of the Communications
Act of Congress of 1934, as amended (U. S. C. A. Title 47, Sections
151 through 609) ; nor shall they be construed to be in conflict with
any lawful order of the Federal Communications Commission issued
pursuant to the authority invested in it by said Act of Congress.
(p) When in the judgment of the Commission there is a reason-
ably substantial affiliation of any telephone utility engaged in business
in this State with any other corporation or person, or when in the
judgment of the Commission any other corporation or person either
exercises, or is in position to exercise, by reason of ownership or con-
trol of securities or for any other cause, any reasonably substantial
control over the business or policies of any telephone untility engaged
in business in this State, the burden of proof shall be upon such tele-
phone utility to establish the reasonableness, fairness, and absence of
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